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Science;

A Happy Exchange

STCU grants US $4mn

by Ruslan Karpov

KYIV Ukrainian scientists have been granted another US S4mn-for sci-
entific research projects for this year by the Science and Technology
Center in Ukraine, The $TCU Board met June 8-9 in Kyviv toapprove

another 36 projects. The STCU was set up by Canada, Sweden, the US

and Ukraine in 1995 to prevent the spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion by providing scientists and engineers from the former Soviet Union
with employment opportunities on peaceful scientfic projects. The
STCU now funds almost US $22mm in projects in Ukraine, and supports
3,400 scientists and researchers.

he'meeting allocated another US 5288000 to five existing projects

that will employ over 700 scientific specialists in wezpons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems. The governments of Canada and
the US established a travel fund for STCU scientists to mest US and
Canadian technical experts on their home turf for proposal development
and project collaboration. The meeting also approved one project sach
for Uzbelistan and Georgia, whose representatives were present. The
Japanese government is pacticipating for the first time in STCU activities,
It presented a special US $300,000 contribution for four speciric projects.
"We're hese for the first time, but not for the last, We're familiarwith the
excellent knowledge of Ukrainian scientists and want to broaden toop-

eration and information exchanges bebween Ukmainian and Japaness.

sclenitists,” said |apanese mission deputy head Hirgyuki linabhashi.
he projects that received funding at this meeting covar a variety
of fields, including: an environmentally safe chemical boniding
methad, wide-band radar systems for communicatieny, non-
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destructive materials testing, radiation monitoring systems, new
sensors for non-invasive detection of gas pipe leaks, improved ultra-
sound viswalization for medical diagnosis, improved microwave dis-
tance measurement; fireproof ceramics, and quartz for liquid crystal
screens,

“In order to receive financial support, scientists must submit a project
propesal to the STCU," explained US State Department representative
Cynthia Mentz “After the Science and Technology Ministry praves that
it doesnot contain any strategic factors, the project goes to scientists in
the LS, Canada, Sweden and other counimies. Scientists decide which
projects benefit society most and give them financial suppor.”

“If a scientist fulfills a project supported by the STCU and invents
something, this invention will belong to him or her based on Intellec
tual Property-rights,” said US State Department representative Jim Noble,
*The STCU dees not have any claims to the profits from the invention.
The only thing we do is try to convince the scientist tosell the rights to
the invention ta the US." The Swedish governmens plans to withdraw
from the beard, although it intends to continue its relationship with
STCU asa EU member. The EU is finalizing joining proceduses, and the
STCU board expects to see funding double once it is on board,

"We're very grateful to the Ukrainian government for {tssupport. The
only problem I can think of is when bringing in equipment for projects
- obviously for monpeofit purposes — we still have to pav VAT" said
Noble, describing a problem familiar not st to'scientists, “The govern-
ment nwes us US 8280,000 in VAT refunds... but the problem icthat no
mechanism for refiinding exists,” «

AMC

Americin
Medical Cengers

715, 2131016, 213—1143
21!—%5?. 213-M41
G

‘-ﬂw-.‘smg VTS EASTERN ECONOMIST (773) 278-B652

EASTERN ECONOMIST =2



EASTERN ECONOMIST DAILY N2833

June 10, 1998

UKRAINIANS WORK HARDER FOR THEIR BASKET {AJHAT’S ON TODAY

KYTV. According to data from the Werld Economy
Weekly magazine, in 1997 a Ukrainian worker with
an average salary had to spend 227 hours of his
working time to pay for an basket of consumer
goods basket. By comparison, a Hungarian worker
had to spend just 158 hours. The figures for
Bulgaria, Poland and Austra are 143, 93 and 41
hours respectively. Of all the countries of Central
and Eastern European states, only Russia's figure of
269 hours is worse. (InfoBank, June 8)

OLD PRCRBLEMS DOG AGRICULTURAL SECTOR
KYIV. The president of the Farmers Association in
Dnipropetrovsk oblast Mykhailo Sayenke has said
that the leasing of land is the main problem in
agriculture at present. He added it is almest impos-
sible now to rent land while a total of 484,000
hectares of land are not being utilized in
Dnipropetrovsk oblast alone. He stressed that
farmers also have difficulties with technical provi-
sion, sin¢e they can net afford to buy agricultural
machinery. (UNIAN Biznes, June 9)

CENTER ATTRACTS INTEREST FROM JAPANESE
KYIV. The Governing Board of the Science and
Technology Center in Ukraine convened june 8-
in Kyiv. Another § 4 mn was given to the scientific
research projects this year. The projects will em-
ploy over 700 scientists, the majority of whom
have expertise in weapons of muss destmuction and
their delivery system technologies, At this meeting
the board welcomed representatives from Uzbek-
fstan and Georgia, One sclentific project was ap-
proved for Georgia and ons for Uzbelkistan, The 36
projects approved at this meeting bring the total
value of projects funded by the STCU to almost S
22 mn. Indeed, the Japanese government partici-
pated in STCU activities for the first ime and an-
nounced a special contribution of $ 300,000 to 2
specific projects, (R. Karpov, June 9)

SALE OF METALLURGY SHARES 15 POSTPONED
KYIV. The SPF has postponed a tender to sell a 20%
stake in the Donstsk-based metallurgical works'
shares for cash. The tender sale will now be held by
Dec. 1, 1998. The Donetsk-based works' 20% stake
is the last stake in the company's cwnership fund
to be privatized. The SPF has ordered an evaluation
of the stake be undertaken. (InfoBank, June 8)

REVIEW OF DAY'S TRADING ON PFTS MARKET
KYIV. Total demand was Hr 1.204mn and total
supply Hr 84.094mn, Trading volume in corporate
securities were worth just over Hr 100,000 and in
T-Bills about Hr 600,000. Azot grew by 24%, while
the value of oil continued to decrease in price.
(A.Kolomiyets, June 9)

Copyright Eastern Economlst ©1998

To subscribe please <all (38044) 224-4958, 246-6445

¢ A meeting at the Union of Journalists will dis-
cuss issues conceming the reorganization of the
work of bankrupt enterprises. Cabinet represen -
tatives will take part.

Woodl5 index, june 9
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